
When I go away - Levon Helm       Key Bbm 
V/1 
Alto 

Early in the morning, when the church bells toll 
The choir’s gonna sing and the hearse will roll 
Going down to the graveyard where it’s cold and grey 
And then the SUN’S GONNA SHINE THROUGH THE SHADOWS WHEN I GO AWAY 

Bass     Db          C        Bb 
SOPS     Ab          Ab        F 

V/2 
Don’t want no sorrow for this old orphan boy 
Don’t want no crying only tears of joy  OOO OOO MOTHER  FATHER 
                Bass F A Bb Bb Ab F Bb Bb Ab F  
                SOPS F A Db Db C Bb Db Db C Bb 

Gonna see my mother, gonna see my father 
 
And I’ll be BOUND FOR GLORY IN THE MORNING WHEN I GO AWAY 
   Bass         Db        C        Bb 
   SOPS       Ab        Ab        F 

 
Bridge 
I’ll be lifted up through the clouds on the wings of an angel 
OOO          OOO    ANGEL 
Eb          Ab     Bb Ab F 
Ab          C     Db C Bb 

There’s only flesh and bone in the ground where my troubles will stay 
OOO            OOO     STAY 
Eb            Ab     F 
Ab            C     A 

 
See that storm over yonder it’s gonna rain all day 
But then the SUN’S GONNA SHINE THROUGH THE SHADOWS WHEN I GO AWAY 

Bass     Db          C        Bb 
SOPS     Ab          Ab        F 

 
CHORUS 
ALT: I’m going home... SOP: NO MORE TROUBLE 
BASS:        (Lift me up – when I go away) 
I’m going home... NO MORE CRYIN’ 
(Cumon and lift me up – when I go away) 
I’m going home... NO MORE TRIALS  
(Cumon and lift me up – when I go away) Cumon and 
I’m going HOME TO LEAVE MY WORRIES IN THE GRAVEYARD 
I’m going home... NO MORE TROUBLE 

      (Lift me up – when I go away) 
I’m going home... NO MORE CRYIN’   
(Cumon and lift me up – when I go away) 
I’m going home... NO MORE TRIALS 
(Cumon and lift me up – When I go away) 
I’m going HOME TO LEAVE MY WORRIES IN THE GRAVEYARD 
HOME TO LEAVE MY TROUBLE IN THE GRAVEYARD 
HOME TO LEAVE MY TRIALS 
AND I’LL BE BOUND FOR GLORY IN THE MORNING WHEN I GO AWAY  



 
V/3 
All my kin who love me,  O O O  all my friends who care,  O O O O 

 Bass Bb Ab F        F  Eb Db F 
         SOPS  Db C  Db         Db C Bb Db 
 

Look beyond the dark clouds we’re GONNA MEET UP THE-RE 
Bass  Db   Db Db Db Db     C 
SOPS  Db   Db Db Db Db     C (Octave above basses) 

When they lay me in the cold ground, bow your heads and pray 
BOW YOUR HEADS AND PRAY 

Bass  Bb  Ab  F 
SOPS  Db  C  Db 
 

And I’ll be BOUND FOR GLORY IN THE MORNING WHEN I GO AWAY 
   Bass         Db        C        Bb 
   SOPS       Ab        Ab        F 
And then the SUN’S GONNA SHINE THROUGH THE SHADOWS WHEN I GO AWAY 

Bass     Db          C        Bb 
SOPS     Ab          Ab        F 

 
 
CHORUS 
I’m going home etc…. 
 
And then the SUN’S GONNA SHINE THROUGH THE SHADOWS WHEN I GO AWAY 

Bass     Db          C        Bb 
SOPS     Ab          Ab        F 

 
When I go away, WHEN I GO AWAY, When I go away, WHEN I GO AWAY 

Bass   Bb  Db Bb Ab Bb 
SOPS F  Ab  F  Eb F 

 
When I go away, WHEN I GO AWAY When I go away 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Underline = Alto 
 
CAPITALS = Soprano 
 
Grey = Bass 
 


